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Types	  of	  Designations:	  
o  National	  Parks	  

o  National	  Monuments	  

o  National	  Recreation	  
Areas	  

o  National	  Historic	  Sites	  

o  National	  Reserves	  

o  National	  Preserves	  

o  National	  Trails	  

o  and	  National	  Natural	  
Landmarks	  

Nearly 400 NPS Managed Units 



1916	  Law	  Establishing	  NPS:	  
“To	  conserve	  the	  scenery	  and	  the	  
natural	  and	  historic	  objects	  and	  the	  
wild	  life	  therein…in	  such	  manner…	  
as	  will	  leave	  them	  unimpaired…	  

for	  future	  generations.”	  



  Resource	  management	  decisions	  and	  actions	  
depend	  on	  the	  best	  available	  science	  

  Resource	  information	  and	  management	  
consequences	  are	  always	  uncertain	  

  Natural	  ecosystems	  are	  dynamic	  and	  changing	  



  Legislative	  requirements	  to	  use	  the	  best	  
available	  science	  

  Renewed	  agency	  commitment	  to	  support	  
science	  and	  scientists	  

  Parks	  for	  science,	  science	  for	  parks	  

  Building	  relationships	  



  Park-‐specific	  laws	  and	  open	  space	  
purposes/needs	  

  Site-‐specific	  management	  goals	  and	  policies	  

  Environmental	  Laws	  
  Endangered	  Species	  Act	  

  National	  Historic	  Preservation	  Act	  

  And	  many	  more…	  



Education, Interpretation, and Public Awareness 

Obtain scientific knowledge and  
understanding of natural resources 

(including resource threats) 

Resource 
Management  

Priorities 

On-the-Ground 
Management 

Actions 

Ecological  
Restoration 



  Resource	  management	  actions	  must	  be	  
informed	  by	  science,	  consistent	  with	  law	  
and	  policy,	  while	  subject	  to	  public	  (and	  
sometimes	  political)	  input	  and	  scrutiny 















NPS	  Climate	  Change	  Strategy	  






















